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ANNUAL MEETING AGENDA
Sunday, June 2, 2019
Call to Order
272nd Annual Meeting of the Congregational Church of Marlborough
Church Moderator, Jessica Trusz
Devotions - Reverend Bob Faulhaber Jr.
Presentation of Reports (excluding Nominating Committee Report)
Acceptance of Reports and June 10, 2018 Minutes of Annual Meeting
Old Business
New Business
1. Report of the Nominating Committee and Election of Slate
2. Any Business Duly Brought to the Chair
Recognition of Retiring Officers and Faithful Workers
Adjournment
Benediction

Congregational Church of Marlborough
271st Annual Election and Program Meeting
June 10, 2018
A free-will donation baked potato luncheon, sponsored by the Senior High Youth Group, preceded the
meeting.
Moderator Jessica Trusz called the business meeting to order at 11:53 a.m. with 51 church members
in attendance.
Devotions were given by Reverend Bob Faulhaber Jr.
2016-2017 Reports including June 10, 2017 Annual Meeting Minutes
Council members and others had received the report via email. Hard copies of the report were
distributed to those in attendance with time given to review the reports.
Trusz asked for comments; no comments were made. Edi Dole motioned to accept the 2017-2018
reports and minutes; Terri Reid seconded; no discussion; the motion carried unanimously.
Old Business – None
New Business
1. Nominating Committee. Moderator Trusz asked for a motion to appoint those people
listed on the Nominating Committee Report; so moved by Harold Reynolds; seconded by
Edi Dole; no discussion; the motion carried unanimously. Moderator Trusz gave words of
welcome to new board and committee members.
2.

By-Law Revisions
a. The Financial Secretary shall be elected by the Church at its Annual Election and
Program Meeting for one year, and may be re-elected, but not for more than five
consecutive terms; however, the term may be extended at the discretion of the Church
Council. A member of the Church staff may serve in this capacity. If the staff member is
not a member of the Church, he or she may serve, but without voting privileges.
b. Church membership is not necessary to serve on the Board of Missions; however, the
Chair and Vice-Chair must be Church members.
Denise Young motioned to accept the By-Law Revisions; seconded by John Henrikson;
no discussion; the motion carried unanimously.

3.

Other business – None

Recognition of Retiring Officers and Faithful Workers
Moderator Trusz thanked those who currently serve and to those who have served by giving their
time and talent. She thanked those who are leaving to serve on other boards or committees.
Certificates of thanks were given to those present (mailed to others): Scott Reid (Missions),
Gene LaMantia (Deacons), Pam Mosdale (Treasurer/Trustees), Rebecca Pacheco (Christian
Education), Sue McCaffrey, Bob Moreland, Sarah Hale (Youth Ministries), Jim Quimby,
John Rowley (Trustees/Real Estate), Fiona Bain (Council Member at Large), Maggie Hannon
(Financial Secretary/Finance Committee)
Adjournment. Denise Young motioned to adjourn the meeting; Cheryl Benedetto seconded; no
discussion. The meeting adjourned at 11:58 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Alice O. Rowley, Clerk
Senior Pastor’s Annual Report
The good news about new members are all the new ideas
they bring.
The bad news about new members are all the new ideas they
bring……
With all the talk about the decline in memberships of
churches across the nation, colleagues of mine have been stunned by the news that we
added 20 new members to our family of faith back in March of this year. When they ask me
how we did it, I tell them that I’m not really sure, but I point to the word “we” in the middle of
that sentence. It’s this community of ours that seems to be the draw. I just carry the baton at
the front of the parade, and pray that when I turn around, there’s still a few people following
behind me. Your ability to be welcoming and inviting make my job a lot easier to be sure. So,
what do we do with all these new mouths to feed? And what becomes of them?
Statistics suggest that we’ve got about six months to draw them deeper into the life of our
church before they start to become inactive. We’ve got six months to offer them something
important to do. We’ve got six months to help them make friends and feel that they are part
of this family of faith. Six months….
Here’s what I’ve learned about them as I’ve gotten to know them better….
 They like the way we care about them so quickly.
 They like the sense of humor we display at worship.
 They like the diversity of our music.
 They like how we focus on serving our community to meet the needs of people.
 They love our openness to change and our willingness to innovate.
It’s no mistake that our giving has gone up since we did away with offering plates, and
membership has increased since we’ve added “special needs” seating, which shows how
attentive we can be. But I don’t want you to be fooled into thinking that those things are
enough change for now. They’re not. As uncomfortable as some of it might seem, we either
continue to innovate, or we risk hitting that slippery slope which is creating chaos in churches
all around us. I’d like us to create room for new ideas [both physically and spiritually] and
allow God to speak through our newest family members. Let’s not just drop them into slots
we created decades ago, but instead, let’s at least give some of them a chance to re-imagine
what it means to be the church in a quickly changing world. Let’s be brave, and trust that
God, in Christ, sent them to us for a reason.
Oh, and by the way, this past year we….
 Opened a thrift shop, which will support the mission of the church.
 Added “Special Needs Seating” in the back of the church [paid for mostly by our youth!!]
 Became a “Teaching Church” by agreeing to take on our very first “Intern” [Val Seaver]
 Created monthly “hands-on and off-site” ministry opportunities for our Sunday School
children.
 Collaborated with St. John Fisher Church to build a summer work week program where
local teens will help people in need.
 Sent our Senior High Youth Group on a week-long Mission Trip to Philly.
 Put new roofing on all our buildings and built a new back deck over at the parsonage.
My joyous gratitude goes out to our outgoing Moderator, Jessica Trusz for her strong
leadership, and my prayers for success go out to our incoming Moderator, Stacy Henrikson
and her new partner in ministry, Keith Davis as they begin their journey together to bring
about what God has planned for us. And God bless each of you for your wonderful support
for our church and trust in your Pastor.
In the Spirit,

Rev. Bob Faulhaber

REPORT OF THE MUSIC DIRECTOR
Thanks to the many wonderful musicians who have made the CCM music program
unsurpassed in quality and variety. From our talented and dedicated choral singers, to
our amazing Joyful Blue bluegrass band, our bell choir ringers, our instrumentalists of
all ages and genres, including our own youth organist (BT Odoy), we have never
been short on love- and spirit-filled musical offerings to enrich our Christian walks.
Special thanks to Kim Guy for helping to keep the bell choir running smoothly, and to
Carolyn Brodginski and Warren Thime for their soulful contributions to Joyful Blue.
A few years ago, Pastor Bob suggested it would be nice to give the choir a break
once a month and have what we call “alternate music offerings”. That approach has
worked out quite well, as it allows the choir to spend more time preparing challenging
anthems, while also giving Joyful Blue a regular opportunity to liven up our services,
and individual musicians to contribute a wide variety of inspiring music.
This past year, the choir again sang its annual Christmas Cantata, after rehearsing
from early fall through mid-December. We now have quite a few cantatas to draw
from, so we don’t repeat any for several years. The choir also sang many brand-new
anthems, to help keep our music fresh and alive. In addition, the bell choir has
joined the chancel choir at times, providing a unique and vibrant sound.
While the chancel choir gets a break from Thursday rehearsals and Sunday anthems
during the summer months, the music at Sunday services continues with our wide
variety of singers and instrumentalists providing weekly alternate music offerings.
As always, the chancel and bell choirs welcome new members at any time.
Respectfully submitted,
David Mulligan,
Music Director

Report of the Moderator
As another year has come and gone, we continue to be a busy, productive
congregation. Within our lives, we have highs and lows, and this is also true of the
past year. We have many reasons to be thankful and to feel blessed with all the
opportunities given to us to help others in various ways. We also have reason
for some sadness as we lost some special people in the life of the church and
beyond!
Celebrations:
* The thrift shop reached a milestone of our one-year anniversary. We have a very steady
group of “regulars” who frequent the shop weekly looking for bargains and to converse with our
volunteers. The numerous workers are to be commended for their dedication to making sure
that the thrift shop succeeds! In one year, the shop has brought in over $7,000. Our amazing
signage was donated by Robin and Den Rolf of Q Lettering.
* Our new “alternative seating” in the back of the sanctuary has been widely used and accepted
as it allows those with “special needs” to be more comfortable during service. It’s a wonderful
thing when we can make some changes that positively affect our members so that they can
attend church without discomfort. I can’t even remember what it looked like with the old pews
there.
* Since last June we welcomed 27 members into our church “home” and along with their
glowing
Personalities and positive attitudes, we have an extremely talented and skilled group of
people
who are willing to share their gifts with us. I look forward getting to know these new
members
and I encourage you to continue reaching out and welcoming them.
* Our new “Cloud system” (aka phone tree) is running, and we hope that you will continue to
listen
To the messages sent out through this system so that you can to be updated on events
and happenings in the life of the church.
* Val Seaver, our new Pastoral Intern, began in January of 2019. We are blessed to hear
her
sermons, for providing pastoral care, and for starting up a monthly evening group for women.
We
look forward to seeing her through her journey of Faith until she is ordained!
* Sue Shook did an amazing job getting the finance office/Val’s office painted and creating a
mural
so that it would look more inviting to all that enter. if you haven’t seen it yet, be sure to stop by!
As with many past years, we have lost wonderful church members and family members, but I
would be remiss if I didn’t mention our Deacon Emeritus, Shirley MacLachlan. She was involved in
numerous aspects of the church for countless years! She was known for her quiet, yet assertive
way in which she would conduct herself. You knew if she disagreed about something, yet she was
always respectful. I will always remember her spunk, the twinkle in her eye, her smile,
but
most of all, her willingness to put service before self, always!! I know she’s watching….
We are blessed to have an incredible staff who keeps the church momentum going in a positive
way… Pastor Bob Faulhaber, Gwen Lawson, Dave Mulligan, Scott Reid, and Alice Rowley. Our
financial angels, Teresa Odoy, Pam Mosdale, and Marion Spaulding who are always available and
do a wonderful job making sure our finances are organized and intact. Alice (AKA Mom) has been
especially helpful for the years that I’ve been moderator. There was no question that she couldn’t
answer…. They like to say, “Behind every great man is a woman” and I’d like to say, “Behind MCC
is Alice!” She always goes above and beyond. A huge thank you to Pastor Bob who believed that I
could be Moderator, even when I thought I couldn’t. He handed me the reins and allowed me the
independence to serve the church as Moderator, but was there to guide and encourage me, as
needed. I would like to thank Bernie Odoy who was always there to assist me and, in my
understanding, (or misunderstanding) of the church finances and with much needed advice and
opinions. On many occasions he stepped up at the last minute to present financial information to
our members. A heartfelt thanks to Stacy Henrikson (my “Louise”) for all her support, kind words

and for keeping me grounded with her well thought out suggestions as well as from
a
different perspective!
Many thanks to the plethora of volunteers in front of and behind the scenes who allow our church to
flourish. The teams, committees, groups and individuals allow the leaders of our church to focus on
larger scale items and not the day to day operations. Last, but not least, thank you to all the church
members who allowed me to grow with you and for you these past three years as
Moderator
of this amazing church family!!
Respectfully submitted,
Jessica Trusz, Moderator

Report of the Care Ministry
The Care Ministry of the Marlborough Congregational Church has
maintained a volunteer ministry of almost 100 people under the
direction of five Care Ministry Teams. The team leaders meet on
the first Monday of every month to coordinate a ministry of
support to those in our midst who are experiencing difficulties and
challenges. We also love to celebrate good news such as new
members, births, healing and acts of extraordinary service.
Team Leaders this past year:
Correspondence: Carolyn Aubin and Carla Clark
Under their direction a great number of cards were sent out by team volunteers. The cards
are handmade at workshops planned and hosted by Carolyn Aubin and her team of
creative card crafters.
Floral Team: Carolyn Aubin and Shellie Mulligan
The second Thursday of the month has been set aside to make flower arrangements.
These arrangements are delivered to people who are homebound, recuperating, grieving a
loss, in need of support or to celebrate a special occasion. The flowers are donated from
church members' gardens and by local businesses at no cost to the Care Team. We thank
everyone for making this wonderful addition to our Care Ministry.
Meals: Cheryl Brodell and Michelle Sinkez
This has been a very busy year for the Meal Team with over 60 meals made and
delivered. We always can use more people to help with this program. Thank you for a job
well done
to Cheryl, Michelle, and volunteers.
Prayer Shawl Ministry
The Care Team supports a “Prayer Shawl Ministry” and a “Pocket Prayer Shawl
Ministry.” The hand knit prayer shawls are available at the church to be delivered to
people in need of comfort. Patterns for knitting or crocheting are available and donated
finished shawls are welcome.
Transportation: Bernie Trafford
Volunteers provided over 20 rides for individuals for appointments. Bernie also helped
deliver flowers. Thank you to the current drivers and to the new volunteers.
Visitation
Many calls and visits took place this past year from Pastor Bob and other church
members. Care Ministry Team visitors often bring flowers from the Floral Team or left
from church worship services.
Music

We are very fortunate to have Carolyn Brodginski CMP (Certified Music Practitioner) as a
part of our team. Carolyn has made numerous hospital and home visits to members and
friends of our church. Her music brings much comfort and joy. Thank you, Carolyn.
Conclusion
It is a joy and privilege to chair the Care Ministry. We have all worked well together, along
with Pastor Bob, on behalf of the church in giving love and care to church members and
to friends of the church. Thank you all for your support.
Respectfully submitted,
Edi Dole
Care Ministry Chair

Report of the Worship Team (Deacons)
It has been my pleasure to chair the Board of Deacons during the 2018-2019
Church year. Our fourteen elected Deacons and our one Deacon Emeritus have worked together to
help with worship each Sunday and during many special services and events. We continued our
new tradition of being known as the “Worship Team” to more accurately reflect our primary
purpose of focusing on the worship experience at the Marlborough Congregational Church.
We all enjoyed great food and fellowship at Dave and Marge Arnold’s home last August as we began
planning for our busy worship season. We met early in September to clean up the sanctuary for
Rally Day, and we spent another day at the Arnold’s later in September to Retreat and discuss the
future Worship Life of the Church. At the end of the month two of the Deacons spent a Sunday
morning with the Sunday School classes talking about the meaning of Communion and sharing
Communion with the students. This helped the students to understand what Communion is about and
prepare them for World Communion Sunday in October.
The Thanksgiving Colonial Service was held, as is our custom, on the Sunday before Thanksgiving.
The deacons participated in the service by dressing in colonial-inspired clothing, and acting the
parts of the worship assistants during Colonial days, such as the Tithing Man and the Beadle.
For the Christmas season this year, we once again decorated the meeting house with beautiful
Christmas decorations. We also purchased a stunning new LED lit Christmas tree which adorned the
sanctuary this year. While the Sunday School Christmas Pageant took place during worship on
rd
December 23 , we held two well attended services on Christmas Eve to celebrate Jesus’ birth,
a family service at 4 p.m. and a Candlelight Service at 10 p.m.
This year we lost our beloved Deacon Emeritus Shirley MacLachlan. She was and remains an
inspiration to all the Deacons as we are sure she is to the entire congregation. We placed a pink
rose on the Communion table throughout Advent in her memory. We miss her leadership and love
and will continue to do so for a long time to come.
The Ash Wednesday service was held to signify the beginning of the Lenten season. This year. we
were blessed to have our head of Christian Education, Gwen Lawson, and our new Pastoral Intern,
Val Seaver lead several of our Wednesday night Lenten Soup Suppers. The Deacons attended
each of the Wednesday services to prepare and help serve communion to worshipers. Palm Sunday
involved everyone present in the congregation as the Sunday school children paraded around the
sanctuary and we all we waved palm fronds and sang in jubilee! This was followed later in the week
by the Maundy Thursday Service of Tenebrae, the most solemn service of our year, which
included Communion and the deacons’ portrayal of the participants of the Last Supper, with scripture
readings.
The 7 a.m. Easter service at Lake Terramuggus was slightly rainy but much warmer this year since
Easter was later in April. We once again had many worshippers who enjoyed hot cocoa, great music

and a beautiful celebration of the resurrection of our Lord! We are so fortunate to have this great
location to hold this wonderful celebration. We decided to hold only one service in the meeting house
this year at 10 a.m. and the sanctuary was full! The service was lively and joyous and included
great music and preaching as always!
rd

Our annual lakeside worship service will be held on June 23 at Blish Park. As members of
Marlborough Congregational Church, we will join in worship with the larger Marlborough community,
and we will enjoy great music, fellowship and a pig roast under the pavilion. We hope to see
everyone there!
As chairperson for a second year, I would once again like to thank Pastor Bob, Vice Chair Terri Reid,
and all members of the Worship Team for another great year of support and love. Special thanks go
to several members of the Worship team who will be “retiring” this year. I will be stepping down as
chair this year, but I am passing this title to the very capable Terri Reid, and I am looking forward
to working with Terri and the rest of the deacons in the coming year
Respectfully submitted,
John Henrikson, Chair

Report of the Charity and Service Team
(Mission Board)
The congregation continues to support our mission board endeavors and outreach to the
community and beyond. In 2018 our church gave a total dollar donation of $16,987.
We continue to run the Drive Thru Café and have had a steady number of volunteers
preparing and serving meals to families who frequent the Marlborough Food Bank. Our
Junior Youth Group, our Senior Youth Group, our Confirmands, the Boy Scouts, St. John
Fisher Church parishioners, the owners and family from It’s So Ranunculus as well as our
own members and friends assisted throughout the year. We also supply meals to some of
the seniors at the Florence Lord housing complex. We support the food bank with many
food, toiletry and linen donations throughout the year.
One adult mission opportunity: The Charity and Service Team sponsored a meal at St.
Vincent de Paul Soup Kitchen in Middletown on December 2, 2018. We received $10 in
monetary donations, many people donated food items, seven people prepared and nine
people served 115 meals and cleaned up. The remainder of the food was left with St.
Vincent de Paul.
We collected 83 sets of winter socks, gloves and hats that were given to St. Vincent de
Paul to provide to people in need of these items.
Our quarterly Missions envelopes were designated to the following organizations:
st
1 quarter: Marlborough Food Bank
nd
2 quarter: AHM Community Mental Health Fund
rd
3 quarter: Community Partners in Action
4th quarter: Seminary Scholarship Fund

The tenth annual Summer Harvest was held on September 23, 2018. It was very
successful and we were able to provide the Marlborough Food Bank with a plethora of
fresh fruits and vegetables. We received produce donations from Draghi's Farmstand,
Dondero's Orchards, Scott’s Orchard and Nursery, Horton Farms, Gutt Family Farm,
Belltown Hill Orchards, Boticello Farms, Rick’s Sugar Shack and Brewer Brothers/Lawson
Farm as well as from our church members. The children delivered the fruits and
vegetables to the food bank.
We conducted the blanket sales in January and this money was given to Church World
Services, which provides blankets and hygiene kits after a disaster.
The Charity and Service Team provided six birthday bags in 2019 for children of clients at
the Marlborough Food Bank.
Respectfully submitted,
Cheryl Benedetto and Melanie Hathaway,
Charity and Service Team (Mission Board) Co-Chairs

Report of the Christian Education Director
It is hard to believe that another year has come and gone! Looking at pictures from
Rally Day to the faces surrounding me today, I know exactly where the year has
gone...right into our students, for they have grown inside and out!
We continued our community and church outreach projects this year and they were
once again a great success. We didn't travel as much as we did last year, but we
kept up the momentum of service and kindness by working within our church walls.
We took our annual trips to the Marlborough Food Bank and
Marlborough Health Care.
In September we delivered the congregation's produce donations food
to the Food Bank and helped to organize it.
In December we sang Christmas carols through the halls of
Marlborough Health Care.
We visited Apple Rehab in Colchester for the first time this year and
were doubly blessed! We were able to see the love and smiles on
the faces of the residents when we delivered them Shamrocks
decked in Irish blessings and we were able to enjoy together a live
performance from an award-winning Irish dancer.
We continued our work here at the church by once again decorating the
lawn with American and military corps flags, cleaning up the gardens
and spreading mulch in the spring.

This Valentine's Day we made and hand delivered our “Gifts from the
Heart” to each present member of the congregation and we made
sand art for mom on Mother's Day.
We focused a lot on Lent this year and had special prayers and activities all
together in the Great Hall before separating into our classes. Two of the activities
were based upon Lisa Peeling's “Interactive Bulletin Board” in the lounge. I cannot
let the year pass without thanking Lisa and Sophia for the beautiful bulletin boards
they have been creating.
The teachers, CE Team, volunteers and the students keep our program running and
flowing. I am so grateful they share their talents and energy with me each week.
Respectfully submitted,
Gwen Lawson,
Christian Education Director

Report of Christian Education Team
(Christian Education Board)

Teaching Staff and Sunday School:
This year we continued with combined classes together for four classes: three- to fiveyear olds, grades one to three, grades four and five and grades six to eight. We have
more than a dozen dedicated teachers, assistants, nursery workers and volunteers,
about half of which are mature, responsible teenagers. Attendance has continued to be
unpredictable throughout the year. In general, Rally Sunday is our highest attendance
week and Sundays in May and June are the lowest.
Christian Education Board:
This year’s board members included Kristin Spinelli, Billy Bunting, Megan Smith, Dave
Peeling, Lisa Peeling, and Rebecca Weller giving us a mix of new and returning board
members, and including parents with children from toddlers to Sunday school children
and those with grown children. As a result, many points of view have been brought into
the mix.
Curriculum:
All of the classes are using the Shine curriculum. The curriculum has age appropriate
versions of the stories accompanied by related class activities. These are reinforced by
group activities or crafts. The biggest change has been that we have been using what

would normally be one week’s lesson for two weeks. This give additional time for the kids
to absorb the message in the story.
Missions:
Periodically, the Sunday School has participated in a mission trip or activity. We have
delivered food to the food bank and learned about what they do; decorated the lawn with
flags to celebrate our veterans; mulched plant beds; Christmas caroled at Marlborough
Health Care; and delivered Irish blessings on Saint Patrick’s Day to Apple Rehab in
Colchester. Through it all, the kids have also learned how much others appreciate an
unexpected gift or visit. Each mission activity, we discuss why these activities are
important to all of us as Christians.
Submitted by
Denise Young,
C.E. Board Chair

REPORT OF THE YOUTH ENRICHMENT TEAM
(Youth Board)
This year has been an eventful one for the youth of our church, with some new initiatives in
addition to our old favorite activities.
Mother Nature threw us a curve ball on Apple Fest weekend, sending steady rain to hamper
our Saturday sales. But Sunday was a perfect New England fall day, so we still earned more
than enough to take our youth on a week-long mission trip.
Our mission trip this year was a week of homeless outreach efforts in downtown Philadelphia.
Highlights included:
 Cooking, serving, and sharing several meals at shelters for homeless men
 Cleaning out, organizing, and putting up shelving for a clothing storage area at a
homeless shelter
 Unloading and palletizing hundreds of cases of cereal at Share Food Program
 Assembling boxes of food staples to be delivered to the elderly
 Making up bags of toiletries and candy, then going out on the streets to deliver
them to homeless men
 Working at a small, private Christian school organizing, painting, and repairing
 Singing our anthem and sharing worship with our host church, which was
founded in 1727

The youth worked extremely hard and ended the week with a fun day, which featured a twohour Segway tour of the city and an afternoon at Reading Terminal Market.
In the spirit of bringing our mission work home with us, we are debuting a new initiative this
summer: the First Annual Marlborough Area Youth Summer Service Weekend from July 19 to
21. This is a joint effort with the youth of St John Fisher Catholic Church and will pair teams of
youths and adult advisors with Marlborough residents who need home repair/maintenance
work done. We will be serving low income, disabled, elderly, and veteran families.
This year our team included Debra Dalton, Leonora Fafard, Sandra Girard, Michelle Goodwin,
Elizabeth Lynch, Tom Mosdale, and Jonathan Trusz, in addition to Scott, Gwen, and Pastor
Bob. We will be losing our senior youth representatives, Elizabeth and Jonathan, as they
graduate and head off to college. We are so very grateful to all their years of hard work and
dedication; they will be greatly missed!
As always, it has been an honor to work with this team of exceptional, caring people.
Respectfully submitted,
Debra Lynch
Team Lead, Youth Enrichment Team

Report of the Junior High Youth Group
Junior Youth Group was certainly busy this year. Thanks to our
dedicated members and parents, especially Teresa Odoy - driver
extraordinaire, we had a lot of fun and did a lot of service. We went to
“Fair Weather Acres” again and had a blast! It just keeps getting better
each year! We went had a movie “night” here in the lounge and one at
Gallery Cinemas. We went hiking, baked cookies, painted bird houses, made scarecrows and
even went shopping at Big Y.
JrYG had our annual “Friends Giving” meal and had a night where we made dinner together!
We broke bread together after working the the Drive-Thru Cafe and again on our first ever
“Family Fun Night”. I must say, I LOVED “Family Fun Night”. I laughed so hard the entire
evening. JrYG member Alex Peeling came up with the idea and it was a great one!
The SrYG invited us to work the Easter Egg Hunt with them in April and we are excited to
participate with them again in the Summer Service Weekend this coming July. JrYG would
love more service opportunities, we work hard and we can make a difference. We proved that
this year with the “Pumpkin and Squash Sale” we held alongside the Fall Tag Sale. We raised
over $200 for the Pink Pumpkin Patch Foundation for breast cancer research. We also
showed our work ethic right in front of our very own parsonage. Take a peek across the road
and see how the JrYG cleaned up the flower beds and decorated the driveway.
Respectfully submitted,
Gwen Lawson,
Junior Youth Group Director
Report of the Senior High Youth Group
 September 2018 Started Rally Day off down in New Haven at IT doing a
high ropes course and Scottie planned a scavenger hunt in Jordan’s
Furniture. We all had a great time. The rest of the month were regular
meeting getting to know the incoming 8th graders and freshman.
 October 2018 Went to Lake Compounce for Haunted Graveyard. Fun
was had by all. Then moved right in to getting geared up for Applefest.
We had a great 3 days. Regular meeting for the rest of the month.

 November 2018 Announced Mission Trip. We are off to PHILLY!! Regular meeting. We
served Drive thru café our traditional Ham Dinner and then we had our Feast of St Leftovers.
 December 2018 Regular Meetings Caroling. Making Christmas ornaments for the residents at
Marlborough Health Care Center. Christmas Pageant. Gearing up for the mission trip.
 January 2019 All meeting are for getting ready to go to PHILLY. Team Building.
 February 2019 PHILLY HERE WE COME!! We had a great week helping others and really
bonding as a group. regular meeting when we got back. Made homemade valentine Day cards
for the residents of Marlborough Health Care Center
 March 2019 Regular Meetings, an outing to JUMP OFF, a trampoline place. Prepared and
served a dinner at St. Vincent DePaul soup kitchen in Middletown. Started to think about our
Easter project for the residents at Marlborough Health Care Center.
 April 2019 Regular Meetings preparing carrot shaped bags filled with Easter candy for the
residents at Marlborough Health Care center. Last, but not least, we completely cleaned the
youth room!!
 May 2019 had an outing to 1000-degree pizza, YUMMY. Took a trip to Dave Arnolds lake
house,
took a spin around the lake on the boat and then played Bocce; my team lost.
I would like to say a big THANK YOU to all my advisors, Terri Reid, Dave Arnold and Breianna
Reid, for without you none of this would be possible. THANK YOU!!
In the Light,
Scotty Reid,
Senior High Youth Group Director

Report of the Trustees
This year Faith Forward monies were utilized for re-roofing the entire facility.
At this time, we have needed to replace and repair the facilities roof gutter
system and fascia boards.
In an effort to further reduce our heating costs, blown in insulation was added
to the sanctuary attic. New seven-day programmable thermostats replaced all
of the existing thermostats. This will allow us to control our heating needs and
automatically return to low heat settings. Currently the Trustees are
investigating the best method of adding insulation to the attic of the Thienes
lounge and offices.

The large oak tree that located on the north side of the sanctuary was
removed due to its deteriorating health and the safety hazard it presented.
The apple crumble sales at the Hebron Fair and Hebron Maple Fest was a
success. The building and our preferred location will be removed as part of
the Hebron Lions effort to improve their grounds. Currently, the trustees are
working with the fair organizers to ensure that we continue to have a location
that is conducive to excellent sales.
Respectfully submitted,
Darren G. Cooke,
Trustees Chair

Report of the Finance Committee
In 2018, as reported at the January financial meeting, the church ran a budget
deficit of $6,956. This was a financially successful year as we continue to
reduce our operational deficit. Thanks to all of you who contribute your time and
finances to support the church and its programs.
Through April 2019 church finances are in solid shape and for the year are
better than projected within the budget. Year to date income is $91,809 verses
expenses of $91,437. Pledge income to date is over by almost $10,000 mainly
due to pre-paid 2019 pledges; however, pledge numbers for the year have been
solid and there is no concern at this time.
Fund-raisers in 2018/2019 have been a success and have delivered additional
income. Fund raisers included an apple crumble booth at both the Hebron
Harvest Fair and Hebron Maplefest, the annual golf tournament, two tag sales,

the thrift shop, and the monetary drawing. Thank you to everyone who
volunteered for these events. These events are a source of necessary funding
and a time to have fun together as a church family.
We look forward to this year’s bi-annual dinner and auction to be held October
12 and we thank Edi Dole for again offering to chair the event.
Budget planning for 2020 will start this summer followed by the annual
Stewardship Campaign in the fall.
Respectfully submitted,
Bernie Odoy,
For the Finance Committee

Report of the Dorcas Women’s Fellowship
The Dorcas Women's Fellowship meets in the Thienes Lounge for lunch, business
meetings, devotions and programs on the second Friday of the month September through
June. All women of the church are invited to join us.
The Dorcas Women's Fellowship has four main functions: fellowship, missions, study and
outreach. Our theme this year is “We Are All Connected”.
We currently support the following causes:
Local Missions:
Marlborough Food Bank
$100.00
Marlborough Fuel Bank
$100.00
AHM Youth Services
$100.00
Roy B. Pettengill Ambulance Association
$ 50.00
St. John Fisher Church Community Garden $ 50.00
Church Donation:
Gift and 100 cup coffee pot
Memorial Leaf for Shirley MacLachlan
Outreach Programs:
Church World Services Blankets

$172.67
$100.00
$ 75.00

To support our programs we held the following fundraisers:
 Cookie/bake sales after Sunday morning worship (October and April)
 Sale of Mugs for all occasions filled with lollipops and some notecards
We thank all who helped with these events and all who supported them.
 We had many special meetings from our “Welcome Back Luncheon” to creating mugs
to be sold on Sundays along with the notecards.

 Card Demonstration by Marge Bartlett
 We enjoyed a Christmas party and prepared Christmas gift bags for Horizon House
(shelter for battered women). We also gave bags to York Correctional Institute for
departing prisoners.
 Flower Arranging with Trish Manfredi
 We had speakers from St. John Fisher Church about the Community Garden and
from the Resettlement Program. We gave them bags at that time.
 Just for fun we played a Jeopardy Bible game at one of our meeting and had a
luncheon meeting at Chateau Le Gari Vineyard & Winery.
 As always, we celebrated our Birthday’s with a Luncheon meeting in June.
The Dorcas Society hosted six funeral receptions as requested:
Janet Ann Mosdale, Nancy DeLong, Mary Ellen Sias, Shirley MacLachlan,
Doris Louise Cragnotti and Betty-Ann Burke.
Thank you to all members and friends who have helped to make this a successful year.
Respectfully submitted,
Evelyn Dillman, President

Report of the Hilltop Echoes and Publicity
The Hilltop Echoes is now in its 62nd year of publication, It is mailed monthly via
first class (July and August combined) to 227 homes in Marlborough, various
Connecticut towns, and to members and friends in several states, 8 copies are
distributed to staff, others and file; 7 are emailed; 15 are kept on-hand for
visitors and others. Thank you to those who have made a monetary donation or
a book (or more) of stamps to help offset the cost of mailing.
Thank you office angels “regulars” who help collate and prepare the Hilltop
Echoes for mailing: Marge Bartlett, Eleanor Button, Evelyn Dillman, and Ida
Spooner with special thanks to “lead angel,” Ida, who gathers the “angels” for
collating and handles the actual mailing.
The newsletter is posted each month on-line at www.marlcongchurch.org. Thank
you, Bernie Odoy and Shari vonLeibler who update the website and post the
newsletter each month. If you’d prefer it on-line, either visit the church website
or call the church office at 860.295.9050 to have it emailed to you directly.

A weekly press release is sent to the Rivereast News Bulletin, the local
newspaper, highlighting the coming week Sunday worship service and other
events of interest. Special newsworthy items of interest are sent to Courant
Community, a news publication that reaches a broader audience that includes
surrounding towns.
We plan to continue printing the newsletter, Sunday bulletin and other large
mailings with our high volume Risograph. Our main “Wish List” item is a color
copier suited for large volume printing that will add highlights to the “Hilltop
Echoes” other mailings. Maybe something that will happen next year.
Respectfully submitted,
Alice Rowley,
Editor Hilltop Echoes

Church Gardens Report
The Church Gardeners are happy to
report that the gardens are doing well.
We have a small but mighty Garden
Committee do a great job with the
maintenance of our beds but we could
always use a few more people who would like to join us. The Sunday School children
have been a tremendous help each spring with clean-up and mulching.
Randy and Carla Clark maintain the flag pole gardens beautifully and the Deacons
take care of our Memorial Garden. Thank you to all who have donated wood chips,
plants or have helped in any way to make our church gardens look so lovely.
Please let the co-chairs know if you will be doing any work in the gardens or if you
see anything that needs the committee's attention.
Respectfully Submitted,
Carolyn Aubin and Shellie Mulligan
Co-Chairs Church Gardens Committee

SECOND BLESSINGS

Second Blessings Thrift Shop is now in its second year with a total income of around
$7,700 the first year! Expenses were $1,900 to the church fund-raising budget ($700
in 2018; $1,200 in 2019); $10 Facebook advertising; $30 CD player (nice to have
some music for shoppers and staff), $38 supplies; $39 three jewelry displays.

We have a great team of dedicated workers who each week sell and organize the
shop along with our pricers. Thank you to Joyce Fidrych who serves as shop
“leader,” and to Jessica Trusz and Stacy Henrikson who helped to set up the shop,
and to Maggie Hannon for the inspiration.
Two 50% off sales (August 2018 and May 2019) were successful to help clear older
items and get ready for the next season of selling. The shop will be closed June 2
through June 16 in order to fill the shop with new summer items. During July and
August the shop will only be open Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. then resume
normal hours for shopping and donations of Fridays from noon to 3 p.m., Saturdays
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., and Sundays from 11:15 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
We anticipate another successful year and are especially in need of additional
shop workers. We look forward to your donations of quality items: antiques,
collectibles, household, name-brand handbags and baskets (Longaberger, Vermont
Baskets, Vera Bradley, etc.), (We don’t have room for clothing, textbooks, furniture
or appliances. Please save these items for our yearly tag sale held always the first
Saturday in May). Feel free to call the church office if you can help or want more
information.
Respectfully submitted,
Alice Rowley
REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE
(Currently serving or resigned)
Moderator - 1-year term (2) 
Stacy Henrikson – 1st to 5/20 (*Jessica Trusz- 3rd to 5/19)
*Term extension approved by Council 3/27/18

Vice-Moderator - 1-year term (2) 

Keith Davis – 1st to 5/20 (Stacy Henrikson – 2nd to 5/19)
Past Moderator – 1-year term (2) 
Jessica Trusz – 1st to 5/20 (*Bernie Odoy – 4th to 5/19)
*Term extensions approved by Council 5/23/17, 5/22/18

Clerk – 2-year term (unlimited) 

Alice Rowley – 14th to 5/21
Treasurer - 1-year January to December term (5) 
th

*Teresa Odoy – 6 to 12/19
Marion Spaulding – 4th to 12/19
Pam Mosdale – 1st to 12/19
*Term extension approved by Council 5/28/19
Council Members-at-Large - 2-year term (2) 
(Number elected positions – 4)

Two OPEN positions to 5/21
Audra Casella – 1st to 5/20
Ed Fidrych – 1st to 5/20
Financial Secretary - 1-year term (5)
Paid position (Financial Manager) as of September 2017
st

Pam Mosdale – 1 to 12/19
st
Marion Spaulding – 1 to 12/19
Auditor - 1-year January to December term (2) 

OPEN position

Historians - 4-year term (unlimited)**
(Number elected positions – 3)

Two OPEN positions to 5/20
One OPEN position to 5/21
Board of Deacons (Worship Team) - 3-year term (2) 
(Number elected positions – 14)

Dave Arnold - Emeritus
Terri Reid – 2nd to 5/22
Crystal Reid – 2nd to 5/22
***John Henrikson – 3rd to 5/22
rd
***Marilyn Henry – 3 to 5/22
nd
Edi Dole – 2 to 5/22
nd
Marge Bartlett - 2 to 5/22
Two OPEN positions to 5/22
rd

nd

(*Birgitta O’Brien – 3 to 5/19, Sharol Wilcoxen – 2

to 5/19)

nd

Grace Carlson - 2 to 5/20
Jen Carlson – 2nd to 5/20
**Bernie Trafford – 3rd to 5/20
one OPEN position to 5/20 (Bob Ulrich – 1st to 5/20)
nd
Cheryl Brodell – 2 to 5/21
Rick Jacobson – 1st to 5/21
Pastor and Executive Committee representative are also members.
*Term extension approved by Council 4/28/16 **Term extension approved by Council 5/23/17
***Term extension approved by Council 5/28/19
REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE
(Currently serving or resigned)
Christian Education Board (Team) – 2-year term (2) 
(Number elected positions – 6 to 9)

**Kristin Spinelli – 3rd to 5/21
Rebecca Weller – 1st to 5/21 (*Denise Young – 4th to 5/19)
nd
Lisa Peeling – 2 to 5/21
Megan Smith – 2nd to 5/21
*Grant Fick – 3rd to 5/20
nd
Billie Bunting – 2 to 5/20
Pastor, Executive Committee representative and Director of Family Ministries are also members.
Removed church membership requirement except Board chair and vice-chair
[approved by-law change 5/12]
*Term extension approved by Council 5/22/18
** Term extension approved by Council 5/28/19
Board of Youth Ministries (Youth Enrichment Team) – 2-year term (2) 
(Number elected positions – 10)

**Michelle Goodwin – 5th to 5/21
**Sandy Girard – 3rd to 5/21
st
Alana Armfield – 1 to 5/21 (Elizabeth Lynch – 1st to 5/19)
Two OPEN positions to 5/21 (Lenora Fafard – 1st to 5/19; Jonathan Trusz – 1st to 5/19)
Deb Lynch – 2nd to 5/20
Deb Dalton – 1st to 5/20
*Tom Mosdale – 4th to 5/20
Two OPEN positions to 5/20
Pastor, Executive Committee representative, Senior and Junior High Youth Directors are also members
*Term extension approved by Council 4/28/16, 5/22/18
**Term extension approved by Council 5/28/19
Human Resources Committee – 2-year term (2) 

(Number elected positions – minimum of 2)
rd

Jessica Trusz – 3 to 5/21
Keith Davis – 1st to 5/21 (Bernie Odoy – 2nd to 5/19)
Stacy Henrikson – 2nd to 5/21
Trustees Board - 2-year term (2) 
(Number elected positions – minimum of 5)

(F) Bernie Odoy – 1st to 5/21 (Harold Reynolds – 2nd to 5/19)
(R) Pete Peterson – 2nd to 5/21
nd
(R) Wayne Nichols – 2 to 5/21
rd
(R) Dean Casella – 3 to 5/21
(R) Darren Cooke – 1st to 5/20
(R) Scott Reid – 1st to 5/20
(R) Larry Zarrella – 1st to 5/20 (Dana Hersey – 1st to 5/20)
Pastor, Executive Committee representative are also members of the Board of Trustees.
(R) Real Estate (F) Finance
Real Estate Committee (Team) - 2-year term (unlimited) 
(Number elected positions – minimum of 5)

Jordan Bednarz – 1st to 5/21
nd
Pete Peterson – 2 to 5/21
nd
Bob Fleming – 2 to 5/21
Wayne Nichols – 3rd to 5/21
Dean Casella – 3rd to 5/21
Darren Cooke – 5th to 5/20
REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE
(Currently serving or resigned)
Finance Committee (Team) - 2-year term (2) 
(Number elected positions – minimum 7)

Two OPEN positions to 5/22
(F) Bernie Odoy – 1st to 5/22
th
(S) *Sally Zakszewski – 5 to 5/21
nd
(F) Pam Mosdale – 2 to 5/21
(F) Teresa Odoy – 2nd to 5/21
(F) Marion Spaulding – 2nd to 5/21
st
(F) Evelyn Dillman – 1 to 5/21 (Ellen Cannon – 1st to 5/19)
*Term extension approved by Council 5/23/17, 5/28/19
(F) Finance (S) Stewardship
Memorial/Investment Committee - 2-year term (2)**
(number elected positions 5)

Rick McMahon – 2nd to 5/21
John Hathaway – 2nd to 5/21
Three OPEN positions to 5/21
Mission Board (Charity and Service Team) - 2-year term (2) 
(number elected positions – minimum of 6)
rd

*Cheryl Benedetto – 3 to 5/21
nd
Carolyn Barnes – 2 to 5/21
st
Jean Williams – 1 to 5/21
Katherine Cragnotti – 1st to 5/21 (Keith Davis – 1st to 5/19)
nd
Melanie Hathaway – 2 to 5/20
nd
Rick McMahon – 2 to 5/20
*Term extension approved by Council 5/28/19

Social Action Team (SAT) – 2-year term (2)
Team formed in 2019 – under Missions



Steve Pozzato – 1st to 5/21
Michele Sinkez – 1st to 5/21
John Hathaway – 1st to 5/21
Linda Stachelek – 1st to 5/21
Rick McMahon – 1st to 5/21
Music Committee - 2-year term (unlimited) 
(number elected positions – minimum of 4)
Four OPEN positions
Music Director [David Mulligan] is also a member.
A fifth member is appointed annually from the Board of Deacons
Care Ministries (Visitation Committee) - 2-year term (unlimited) 
(number elected positions – minimum of 5)

(flowers/correspondence) Carolyn Aubin – 6th to 5/21
th
(meals) Cheryl Brodell – 6 to 5/21
(flowers) Shellie Mulligan – 3rd to 5/21
nd
Michele Sinkez – 2 to 5/21
st
Warren Thime – 1 to 5/21
Edi Dole – 5th to 5/20
(rides) Bernie Trafford - 5th to 5/20
rd
(correspondence) Carla Clark – 3 to 5/20
An additional member is appointed annually from the Board of Deacons
REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE
(Currently serving or resigned)
Hospitality Team (formerly Social Committee) – 1-year term (unlimited) 
(number elected positions – minimum of 5)

(lead coffee hour/shopper) Kim Guy – 3rd to 5/20
rd
(lead events Caller) Sue McCaffrey – 3 to 5/20
(lead events coordinator) Sally Zakszewski – 3rd to 5/20
(events caller) Deb Chaniewski – 3rd to 5/20
(events/caller) Daphine Vail – 3rd to 5/20
rd
(coordinator/caller/events) Terri Reid – 3 to 5/20
rd
(coordinator) Mary Lou Hassan – 3 50 5/20
(coordinator) Teresa Odoy – 3rd to 5/20
(coordinator) Sheryl Scheidel – 3rd to 5/20
(new member coordinator) OPEN position to 5/20
(events) two OPEN positions to 5/20
Welcome/Membership Team – 1-year term (unlimited) 
(formerly Membership/Hospitality Committee)
(number elected positions – minimum of 4)

Val Seaver – 1st to 5/20 (Karen Fick – 2nd to 5/19)
Edi Dole – 3rd to 5/20
rd
Grace Carlson – 3 to 5/20
Church Gardens Leadership

Carolyn Aubin
Shellie Mulligan

Numbers in parentheses following the length of term indicate the number of consecutive elected
terms permitted by the by-laws.
Bold indicates chair/leader.
An individual may be elected to serve again after taking one year off. Any elected term of one year or
more shall be considered a full term for purposes of the consecutive term limit.
Per vote of Church Council Board and Committee term may be extended for additional term(s).
OTHER COMMITTEES APPOINTED BY THE CHURCH COUNCIL
Technology Team

Bernie Odoy
Gene LaMantia
B.T. Odoy
Sheri vonLeibler
Jason Smith (Carillons)
Respectfully Submitted,
The 2018-2019 Executive Committee
Rev. Bob Faulhaber, Jessica Trusz, Stacy Henrikson, Bernie Odoy

